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venomous and harmless snakes, thus being able to play on
the peasants' credulity, get rid of these creatures as soon as
possible, making the excuse that they are deaf and do not
hear the invocation of the holiest dervish. One is tempted
to wonder whether this excuse is an echo of the idea that
Inspired the words written many centuries ago: "They are
like the deaf adder that stoppeth her ear! that will not
hearken to the voice of the charmer, charming never so
wisely." 1 It would seem that most dervishes take the pre-
caution to remove the fangs of the daboia, repeating the
operation whenever they grow again.2 Baldensperger, how-
ever, relates that two simple-minded dervishes, sharing the
common idea that all serpents are poisonous, and encour-
aged to believe in their own general immunity by their ex-
perience with what were merely harmless snakes, at length
chanced upon real vipers, handling these with a temerity
that had fatal results. One of them,, being bitten in the
thumb in the environs of Lydda, "came to the mosque
and fell down in the court, and died without letting
the daboia go; he had choked her., for they both were
found dead." In case of a bite from a harmless snake,
the wound is licked by the dervish, to the wonder of the
by-,standers, who imagine they are witnessing a miracle of
healing.
There are certain seasons in Syria and Palestine especially
signalized by dervish demonstrations. During the second
and third weeks of September, the month when thousands
of people camp out at the Wady Rubin (Reuben), south of
Jaffa, the swarming dervishes manifest their presence with
signs and wonders. Curiously enough, one of these seasons
always coincides with the Holy Week of the Eastern church.
Mohammedans frankly explain this coincidence on the
ground of a counter-demonstration. According to ray
friend Sheikh Sa'ad-ed-Dln, it was the great Saladin himself,
1 See Psalm 58: 4-6.
3 This statement is corroborated by Lane for Egypt. On the
other hand, while in Morocco, Dr. Talcott Williams examined vipers
carried by dervishes, finding full-grown fangs in active poisonous con-
dition.

